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KEY TEACHING POINTS OF THE VIDEO

• Refuse Act prohibits any throwing or discharging of refuse into navigable waters.  The
penalties for such violations are criminal in nature.

• The Federal Water Pollution Act and the Clean Water Act were enacted in response to the
shortcomings of the Refuse Act.  Both of these acts were designed to cleanup the
nations water ways and define specific standards for discharges and they are the basis
for Coast Guard environmental response programs and do not exempt federal facilities.

• The Clean Air Act is designed to protect public health and welfare from the harmful
effects of air pollution.  State governments must develop plans to enforce these
standards.  This law also restricts or prohibits new air pollution sources in certain
pristine areas of the country.

• CERCLA, commonly called the SUPERFUND, protects the environment and establishes a
national contingency plan.  It establishes the requirement for immediate cleanup of
hazardous waste contamination from accidental spills and immediate cleanup of chronic
environmental damage.

• RCRA applies to anyone engaged in the creation, transportation, treatment and disposal
of hazardous wastes.  This law established a “cradle-to-grave” system of identifying
hazardous substances, and established standards for generators and transporters as
well as operators of treatment and disposal facilities.  This law also defines the
characteristics of hazardous waste.

QUESTION
ANSWERS

TRUE FALSE

1 The Refuse Act prohibits throwing or discharging of refuse into
navigable waters.

2 The Federal Water Pollution Act and the Clean Water Act were enacted
to respond to the shortcomings of the Refuse Act.

3 The Clean Air Act is designed to protect public health and welfare from
the harmful effects of air pollution.

4 CERCLA protects the environment and establishes a national
contingency plan.

5 RCRA applies to anyone engaged in the creation, transportation,
treatment and disposal of hazardous wastes.
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